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Focusing on the years 1917 to 1960, this work examines the complex and lasting effects of forced

cotton cultivation in central Africa. Local plots gave way to commercial fields, creating social,

environmental and economic change.
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"A major contribution to the colonial history of rural Zaire. This is social history at its best."-Jan

Vansina, University of Wisconsin-Madison -- Jan Vansina, University of Wisconsin-Madison

"Riveting. A major social and economic history of the Zairian countryside. In Likaka's skillful hands,

readers become aware of the brutal monotony of the cotton regime and the contradictions within it,

and of the ways African growers creatively adapted to and, at times, struggled against the

exploitative colonial practices."-Allen F. Isaacman, University of Minnesota -- Allen F. Isaacman,

University of Minnesota

Osumaka Likaka is assistant professor of history at Wayne State University. As a young boy, he

witnessed the last years of forced crop production in Zaire with his father, an agricultural officer.

This book is actually written by my college teacher at Wayne State University. It is something that is

a short read with so much information that you would never know without living the situation or

being a true historian. Being a US citizen much of what we are taught in highschool is the horrible

slave trade that the US was invloved in but this goes into how it became the situation it was and



how Africa never really had a chance to create their own society because they were being

controlled from so many different countries and used in so many different ways. If you really want to

learn more about African history this is a very quick but very informational read and from knowing

the author it really is an amazing point of view to hear him speak about his countries history and can

fill in spaces that I know was left out of my high school teaching -- and I was in a very good

highschool with high ratings.As for the person who sent it to me thank you for sending it so quickly

and in the condition that was perfectly described. When you are a history major getting your books

quickly and in good condition is so important!
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